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God Works with Small 
Things
This Week’s Readings at Mass

 ▶ Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 • On God’s mercy

 ▶ Romans 8:26-27 • The intercession of the Spirit

 ▶ Matthew 13:24-30 • The parable of the weeds

Q
We are in the midst of a period of hearing Gospel 
readings about the Kingdom of God and how God is 
active in the world, sometimes in subtle ways. At the 
same time, the First and Second readings point out 
other characteristics of God. The First Reading, from 
the book of Wisdom, was written about 50 years 
before Jesus’ birth. The author stresses how mighty 
and powerful God is, yet how God is also tolerant, 
forgiving, and kind. Paul’s words to the Romans teach 
that the Spirit of our God speaks in and through us, 
especially when we don’t know how to pray. Taken 
together, all three readings today provide hope that 
God is alive and active in our lives, whether we al-
ways recognize it or now.

The parables of the mustard seed and the yeast which 
leavens the bread are well-known parables that point 
to God’s ability to bring about great things starting 
with something small and seemingly insignificant. 
In fact, that is a theme found throughout the Bible. 
The entire Jewish race begins because of Abraham 
and Sarah’s faithfulness. The boy 
David defeats the giant Goliath. 
The small band of Hebrew 
slaves escapes the mighty 
Egyptian army. An un-
wed teenager says yes 
to bearing the Son 
of God. God is born 
into a stable and 
wrapped in rags be-
cause his parents are 
poor refugees. Jesus 
reminds his disciples 
to have hope and 
trust that God 

can and does, work through small things to do great 
things. 

On the other hand, the parable about the wheat and 
the weeds seems to make a different point: we must 
have patience when we experience good and evil 
existing side-by-side in our world. Just as the farmer 
had no control over the fact that weeds were growing 
amidst his wheat crop, we have no control over bad 
things that happen to us. We can do all that is possi-
ble to cultivate the good (by sowing good seeds), but 
we have to live with unexpected and disappointing 
outcomes. As the farmer teaches his crew, it is not 
their job to sift out the bad from the good. Ultimately 
that is God’s job. In the meantime, God invites us to 
live, and still grow together, with all that is imperfect 
in the world.

Questions of the Week

When have you seen some small act of courage 
or love have a profound effect on others?

What “weeds” or unwanted problems are you 
called to accept and live with now?
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